AN ORDINANCE OF WALTON COUNTY, GEORGIA  0A16070004

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND the Walton County Land Development Ordinance adopted May 3,
2016 as per attached errata dated 8-1-16

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF WALTON COUNTY, GEORGIA,

and it hereby ordained by the authority of the same, following a duly held and advertised Public
Hearing by the Walton County Planning Commission and the Walton County Board of
Commissioners to amend the Walton County Land Development Ordinance adopted 6-6-06, as
amended as per errata sheet dated 8-1-15

Adopted by the Walton County Board of Commissioners this 4t day of October 2016.

Errata #1 — Article 11 Part 3, add wording for Erosion, Sedimentation and Pollution Control
Errata #2 -

Kevin Little, Chairman
Walton County Board of Commissioners
Walton County, Georgia

Attest:
Leta P Talbird, County Clerk Kirby Atkinson
Board of Commissioners County Attorney

Walton County, Georgia Walton County, Georgia
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No. | Article | F

| Section | Para.

160

_____'_g_uidelines for coastal marshlands to Section6

Amendments to WCLDO as per Errata Sheet dated 8-1-2016

'BOC TO ADOPT 10-4-16

Add wording for Lake Oconee and Lake Sinclair (shoreline erosion) and




Errata #1 Add wording for Lake Oconee and Lake Sinclair (shoreline erosion)
and guidelines for coastal marshlands to Section 6
(as required by EPD requirements) (revisions are in red)

15. Except as provided in paragraph 16 of this subsection, there is established a 25
foot buffer along the banks of all state waters, as measured horizontally from the
point where vegetation has been wrested by normal stream flow or wave action,
except where the EPD Director determines to allow a variance that is at least as
protective of natural resources and the environment, where otherwise allowed by
the Director pursuant to O.C.G.A. 12-2-8, where a drainage structure or a
roadway drainage structure must be constructed, provided that adequate erosion
control measures are incorporated in the project plans and specifications, and
are implemented; or where bulkheads and sea walls are installed to prevent
shoreline erosion on Lake Oconee and Lake Sinclair; or along any ephemeral
stream. As used in this provision: the term “ephemeral stream” means a stream:
that under normal circumstances has water flowing only during and for a short
duration after precipitation events; that has the channel located above the
ground water table year round; for which ground water is not a source or water,
and for which run-off from precipitation is the primary source of water flow.
Unless exempted as along an ephemeral stream, the buffers of at least 25 feet
established pursuant to part 6 of Article 5, Chapter 5 of Title 12, the “Georgia
Water Quality Control Act”, shall remain in force unless a variance is granted by
the Director as provided in this paragraph. A stream buffer of 25 feet in width
shall be maintained in addition to the 25 foot state waters buffer, with an
additional setback maintained for 25 feet horizontally beyond the stream buffer.
The following requirements shall apply to any such buffer:

17. There is established a 25 foot buffer along coastal marshlands, as measured
horizontally from the coastal marshland-upland interface, as determined in
accordance with Chapter 5 of Title 12 of this title, the “Coastal Marshlands
Protection Act of 1970.” And the rules and regulations promulgated
thereunder, except where the director determines to allow a variance that is
at least as protective of natural resources and the environment, where
otherwise allowed by the director pursuant to Code Section 12-2-8, where an
alteration within the buffer area has been authorized pursuant to Code
Section 12-5-286, for maintenance of any currently serviceable structure,
landscaping, or hardscaping, including bridges, roads, parking lots, golf
courses, golf cart paths, retaining walls, bulkheads, and patios; provided,
however, that if such maintenance requires any land-disturbing activity,
adequate erosion control measures are incorporated into the project plans
and specifications and such measures are fully implemented, where a
drainage structure or roadway drainage structure is constructed or
maintained; provided, however, that if such maintenance requires any land-
disturbing activity, adequate erosion control measures are incorporated into
the project plans and specifications and such measures are fully
implemented, on the landward side of any currently serviceable shoreline



stabilization structure, or for the maintenance of any manmade storm-water
detention basin, golf course pond, or impoundment that is located entirely
within the property of a single individual, partnership, or corporation;
provided, however, that adequate erosion control measures are
incorporated into the project plans and specifications and such measures are
fully implemented. For the purposes of this paragraph maintenance shall be
defined as actions necessary or appropriate for retaining or restoring a
currently serviceable improvement to the specified operable condition to
achieve its maximum useful life. Maintenance includes emergency
reconstruction of recently damaged parts of a currently serviceable structure
so long as it occurs within a reasonable period of time after damage occurs.
Maintenance does not include any modification that changes the character,
scope or size of the original design and serviceable shall be defined as
usable in its current state or with minor maintenance but not so degraded as
to essentially require reconstruction.

a. No land-disturbing activities shall be conducted within a buffer and a buffer
shall remain in its natural, undisturbed, state of vegetation until all land-
disturbing activities on the construction site are completed. Once the final
stabilization of the site is achieved, a buffer may be thinned or trimmed of
vegetation as_long as a protective vegetative cover remains to protect water
quality and aquatic habitat; provided, however, that any person constructing a
single—family residence, when such residence is constructed by or under
contract with the owner for his or her own occupancy, may thin or trim
vegetation in a buffer at any time as long as protective vegetative cover
remains to protect water quality and aquatic habitat; and

b. The buffer shall not apply to crossings for utility lines that cause a width of
disturbance of not more than 50 feet within the buffer, provided, however, that
adequate erosion control measures are incorporated into the project plans
and specifications and such measures are fully implemented

c. The buffer shall not apply to any land-disturbing activity conducted pursuant
to and in compliance with a valid and effective land-disturbing permit issued
subsequent to April 22, 2014, and prior to December 31, 2015; provided,
however, that adequate erosion control measures are incorporated into the
project plans and specifications and such measures are fully implemented or
any lot for which the preliminary plat has been approved prior to December
31, 2015 if roadways, bridges, or water and sewer lines have been extended
to such lot_prior to the effective date of this Act and if the requirement to
maintain a 25 foot buffer would consume at least 18 percent of the high
ground of the platted lot otherwise available for development; provided,
however, that adequate erosion control measures are incorporated into the
project plans and specifications and such measures are fully implemented.



d. Activities where the area within the buffer is not more than 500 square feet or
that have a “Minor Buffer Impact” as defined in 391-3-7-.01(r), provided that
the total area of buffer impacts is less than 5,000 square feet are deemed to
have an approved buffer variance by rule. Bank stabilization structures are
not eligible for coverage under the variance by rule and notification shall be
made to the Division at least 14 days prior to the commencement of land
disturbing activities.



